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March 14, 2011 
 
Dear Principals: 

As you should all be aware, San Diego Unified is dedicated to providing a safe learning environment for our students. To ensure 
that we maintain that commitment in all of our schools, the district is actively working with the San Diego County chapter of the 
Gay, Lesbian and Straight Education Network (GLSEN) and other community leaders in our Safe Schools Task Force, to 
develop and implement a stronger anti-bullying policy for our schools.   

With this letter, we are very pleased to inform you that thanks to a generous donation from the Verizon Foundation to 
San Diego Unified School District, the San Diego County chapter and national office of GLSEN are sending you the 
enclosed Safe Space Kit in support of the nationwide campaign to build inclusive, safe learning spaces for all students.  

As recent tragedies continue to confirm, bullying and harassment have a huge negative impact on the lives of LGBT students: 
nearly 9 out of 10 LGBT students reported being verbally harassed and 40% reported being physically harassed in school during 
the past year. LGBT students who are routinely bullied and harassed will often skip classes or even full days of school because 
they feel unsafe. 

The good news is that the presence of supportive school staff has a positive effect on a student’s educational 
experience, particularly for those who are marginalized.  With this enclosed Safe Space Kit, you can be a part of the 
solution!   

Becoming an ally to LGBT students can help decrease their feelings of isolation and improve their overall academic 
achievement. Allies can challenge anti-LGBT behavior and work proactively to ensure safer, more inclusive schools for all. With 
this Kit, you can take it one step at a time: 

1) Understand the issues that your LGBT students face; 

2) Show visible support—display a Safe Space sticker in your classrooms or office doors; intervene when bullying 
or harassment happens; become a GSA (Gay-Straight Alliance) advisor; 

3) Teach respect for all—include positive portrayals of LGBT people, history and events in curricula; engage other 
school staff in your efforts; 

4) Advocate for school policies that create safer learning environments. 

For those who have already taken steps toward this goal, this Kit can support and enrich your efforts, and offer ways to engage 
others as allies in making schools safe.  The presence of one supportive adult makes a significant difference. The more 
supportive adults, the larger the positive impact will be for students.  

Please take a simple first step towards making a difference in the lives of LGBT students – post a Safe Space sticker on 
your office or classroom door today!  Also, please remember to register your kit at https://safespace.glsen.org/register/. 
For questions about the Safe Space Kit, contact GLSEN San Diego County at glsensd@yahoo.com.  

 
Thank you, 

                                                 
William Kowba                         Brett Peterson 
Superintendent      High Tech High Director/GLSEN San Diego County Co-chair  
 
      


