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CATEGORY: Instruction, Special Programs

SUBJECT: Student Certification for Gifted and
Talented Education Program

ADMINISTRATIVE PROCEDURE
SAN DIEGO UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT

A. PURPOSE AND SCOPE

1. To outline administrative procedures for identifying students for the Gifted and
Talented Education (GATE) Program.

2. Related Procedures:
Standards for programming and evaluating

gifted and talented education program ................................................... 4236
Release of student information ........................................................................ 6525

B. LEGAL AND POLICY BASIS

1. Reference: Board Policy: A-3500, F-2550; Education Code Sections 52200-12;
California Code of Regulations, Title 5, 3830-70.

C. GENERAL

1. Originating Office. Suggestions or questions concerning this procedure should be
directed to the Gifted and Talented Education Department, Institute for Learning.

2. Definitions

a. Gifted and talented student: A student enrolled in a public elementary or
secondary school of this state who is identified as possessing demonstrated or
potential abilities that give evidence of high performance capability (Education
Code Section 52201).

b. Social/environmental factors: Factors apply to students whose life
circumstances can reasonably be expected to depress the demonstration of full
potential on the testing instrument. With documented evidence, special
consideration will be given to students who are impacted by one of these
factors. The factors included are:

(1) Economic. Participation in free/reduced lunch program.

(2) Medical. Confirmation, on official letterhead, by a medical professional
that the student has been diagnosed with a medical condition that
interferes with efforts towards school achievement or has an active IEP or
504 Plan for Special Education services.
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(3) Language. A language designation of 2 or 8 on the student record.

(4) Acute emotional. Confirmation, on official letterhead, by a professional
that the student suffers from a condition that would reasonably be
expected to depress performance on a mental ability test.

(5) School experience deprivation in early school years. Official evidence
of enrollment in 3 or more schools during grades K through 2, for
identification of students in grades 2 through 4 only.

b. Identification categories: Identification is made under three state-established
criteria selected by the district to provide an equal opportunity for all students to
be considered for participation in the Gifted and Talented Education Program.
The three categories are:

(1) Intellectual Ability. A student demonstrates extraordinary intellectual
development or a potential for extraordinary intellectual development.

(2) High Achievement. A student consistently produces advanced ideas and
products and/or attains exceptionally high scores on achievement tests.

(3) Specific Academic (secondary only). A student functions at highly
advanced academic levels in a particular subject area.

D. IMPLEMENTATION

1. The identification process consists of five steps: Search, assessment,
documentation, review, and identification and placement. Assessment occurs at
grades 2, 4 or 5, and 7. All students eligible for testing must have a completed
permission form with parent signature before assessment takes place.

Central office GATE psychologists accomplish the first step. Each psychologist
contacts his/her assigned schools and arranges dates and times for testing at the
school site. They may also arrange staff and/or parent inservice meetings at this time.

2. Identification of students eligible for placement in the GATE program is a
shared responsibility of principal, teachers, and other staff members at the student’s
school of attendance and of GATE central office psychologists.
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School site personnel print class lists of all grade 2 students. They compile lists of
students in grade 4 or 5 and 7 who have never been tested; students in grades 3, 4 or
5, and 6 who are new to the district; and students eligible for retesting for GATE or
seminar identification.

3. Retesting criteria include:

a. GATE identification:

(1) score of 80th percentile or above on the first administration of the Raven,
or

 
(2) a total score of 4 or 5 on the district-scored literacy portfolio, or

(3) 90th percentile or above in one total area on any year of the district norm-
referenced achievement test (ASAT—total reading, total mathematics,
total language; SAT9—total reading, total mathematics, language,
science)

b. Seminar identification for cluster-qualified students: 95th percentile in two total
areas for two years on the district norm-referenced achievement test (ASAT—
total reading, total mathematics, total language; SAT9—total reading, total
mathematics, language, science). The two areas do not have to be the same
areas nor do the years have to be consecutive.

4. The site sends parent letter, which includes permission to test and place the student,
to parents of children on the completed list. Permission must be granted by parent
signature before the child may be tested.

5. Teacher information forms are filled out by the teachers on any student other than
grade 2 students. The completion of the teacher form is optional for grade 2 students.

6. The GATE psychologist compiles a case study for each identified student including
appropriate documentation for the category of identification and documentation for
factors, where needed. Parent information is included in the case study; teacher
information may be included in the case study.

7. The type of documentation required depends upon the category used for student
identification (C.2.c.). To be identified, students must meet the criteria as described
below:
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a. Intellectual Ability category (seminar)

(1) Student with no factors: A student identified under this category scores
99.9 on the Raven Progressive Matrices (or the WISC III or Binet IV).

(2) Student with one or more factors: A student identified under this category
with one documented factor scores 99.6 through 99.8 on the Raven
Progressive Matrices (or the WISC III or Binet IV).

b. Intellectual Ability category (cluster)

(1) Student with no factors: A student identified under this category scores 98
on the Raven Progressive Matrices (or the WISC III or Binet IV).

(2) Student with one or more factors: A student identified under this category
with one documented factor scores 95 through 97 on the Raven
Progressive Matrices (or the WISC III or Binet IV).

c. High Achievement category (cluster)

A student identified under this category earns a score of 95 through 97 on the
Raven Progressive Matrices (or the WISC III or Binet IV) and scores in the 95th
percentile or above on the district’s norm-referenced, achievement test in two
total areas (ASAT—total reading, total mathematics, total language;
SAT9—total reading, total mathematics, language, and science) for two years.
The student must achieve the 95th percentile twice in the same two total areas,
but these results need not occur in consecutive years.

d. Specific Academic category (cluster—secondary only)

A student identified under this category earns a score of 95 through 97 on the
Raven Progressive Matrices (or the WISC III or Binet IV) and demonstrates
superior achievement by:

(a) scoring in the 90th percentile or above on any year of the district’s norm-
referenced, achievement test in one total area (ASAT—total reading, total
mathematics, total language; SAT9—total reading, total mathematics,
language, science) and

(b) a grade of A in an academic class correlated to the test in the above norm-
referenced, achievement test area, or an overall 3.0 grade point average.
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8. Parents are notified of the results of the test by letter. The letter is furnished to the
school site by the psychologist and forwarded to the home by a school staff member.

9. Placement decisions are made by the school site in consultation with the parents.

10. A GATE central office staff member enters results of testing into the district data
system.

11. Requests outside of the parameters of the GATE testing policies and procedures
are referred to the Test/Retest Committee composed of GATE psychologists, GATE
resource teacher, GATE manager, and chaired by the GATE senior psychologist. The
committee meets once a month or more often, if needed.

E. FORMS AND AUXILIARY REFERENCES (Available from the Gifted and Talented
Education Office)

1. Referral Form, GATE-1 (pink)

2. Student/Parent Information and Permission Form, GATE-2 (blue)

3. Teacher Information Form, GATE-3 (goldenrod)

4. School Data Sheet

5. Procedures and Policies for the Identification of Gifted and Talented Students

6. Gifted and Talented Education General Information booklet

7. Seminar Program booklet

F. FORMS AND RECORDS

G. APPROVED BY

                                                                           
Chief of Staff, Terrance L. Smith
For the Superintendent of Public Education
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