
 
Middle School Seminar Program Summary 2015-2016 

A minimum 50% of each class identified as Seminar in PowerSchool (e.g.1520S_2.1, 6520S.1) is comprised of students identified as 

GATE Seminar; the remainder of the students in the class are identified as GATE Cluster. 

Site Name:   Wangenheim Middle School 

Site Address:   9230 Gold Coast Drive    San Diego, CA  92126 

Phone: (858) 578-1400 Website:  
https://www.sandiegounified.org/schools/wangenheim 

Principal:  Dr. Matt Fallon Email: mfallon@sandi.net 

GATE Lead:  Dianna Vanderhurst Email: dvanderhurst@sandi.net 

School Psychologist:  Yasaman Taleghani Email:   ytaleghani@sandi.net 

Names of teacher(s) of Seminar classes: GATE 

Cert. 
Date 

of 

Cert: 

Names of teacher(s) of Seminar 

classes: 

GATE 

Cert. 
Date 

of 

Cert: 

David Davidson x 7/99    

Martina Fehlhaber x 8/97    

Peggy Reilly x 5/96    

Felicia Ryder x 12/01    

Dianna Vanderhurst x 7/99    

      

How is the Common Core curriculum modified to provide depth, novelty, acceleration, complexity, and remediation (as 

appropriate) within the Seminar classes? 

 Complex (higher level) text; classic texts, including Shakespeare, Dickens, Bradbury ( all grade levels) 

 Socratic Seminars in humanities classes (all grade levels) 

 Reader’s Theater; performing before a live audience at the neighborhood Barnes & Noble 

 Field trips to see live theater; the Natural History Museum in Balboa Park; the Scripps Pier and Birch Aquarium; 

the Museum of Tolerance in Los Angeles 

 Participation in Junior Model United Nations (grade 7) 

 Vertical teaming with Mira Mesa High School to  participate in Read Across America with Dr. Seuss (grade 8) 

 An autobiographical writing project designed to model the love of writing and long-term planning (grade 6) 

 Authentic research project to validate the meaning of the Declaration of Independence (grade 8) 

 

What modifications and amplifications are being made to the school’s existing behavior/discipline plan 

to develop self-regulation and positive social skills for students identified as Seminar?  

 

 Wangenheim has a looping schedule in place for seminar with teachers’ schedules designed to provide a thread from  

sixth grade through eighth grade. 

 This year, Wangenheim is planning a mentor program for seminar classes. Vertical mentoring will benefit the sixth grade  

seminar class, plus a future goal to move the mentoring concept from sixth grade to (incoming) fifth grade class. 

 Seminar students at Wangenheim have the opportunity to join a club called STAR (Students for Tolerance,  

Acceptance, and Respect) 



 


