
 
High School Seminar Program Summary 2015-2016 

A minimum 50% of each class identified as Seminar in PowerSchool (e.g.1541S.1) is comprised of students identified as GATE 

Seminar; the remainder of the students in the class are identified as GATE Cluster. 

Site Name: 

                     Patrick Henry High 

Site Address: 

                       6702 Wandermere Drive, San Diego, CA 92120 

Phone: 

              619 286-7700 

Website: 

               www.sandi.net/Henry 

Principal:   

                Elizabeth Gillingham 

 

     lgillingham@sandi.net 

GATE Lead: 

                 Tyrus Woodard 

Email: 

       twoodard@sandi.net 

School Psychologist: 

                               Lindsay Podboreski 

Email: 

       lbenedict@sandi.net 

Names of teacher(s) of Seminar classes: GATE 

Cert. 
Date 

of 

Cert: 

Names of teacher(s) of Seminar 

classes: 

GATE 

Cert. 
Date 

of 

Cert: 

Linda Good yes June 

1992 

   

Chad Miller yes June 

2011 

   

      

      

      

      

How is the Common Core curriculum modified to provide depth, novelty, acceleration, complexity, and remediation (as 

appropriate) within the Seminar classes? 

 

o Text selection for 9th grade seminar is based each year on student ability.  

o Projects and assignments are determined based on the strengths and needs of each seminar 

student each school year. 

o The seminar curriculum is designed independently from the other 9th grade classes.  Although 

the core texts are addressed, the supplementary material is designed to meet the needs of the 

seminar students each year. 

o Students work in Book Clubs for independent reading.  From a given list of appropriate texts, 

students select novels or non-fiction books to read as a group.  They use their books of choice to 

analyze different focuses throughout the school year.   

o Student each select individual research projects to complete each year.  The research allows the 

students to pursue a topic about which they are passionate and interested in.  

o Students may retake exams, and are encouraged to do so, if they have adopted better study 

strategies. 

o Students are given lots of choice (reading choices, ways of expressing learning goals, writing 

choices, etc.) 

o Extended time to work through challenges 

o More challenging texts are offered 

o More challenging writing tasks -- often through student developed prompts/assignments 

o Lots of conferring 



 

o Student-centered curriculum 

o Lots of conversation/discussion/Socratic seminar 

o Lots of creative outlet 

 

What modifications and amplifications are being made to the school’s existing behavior/discipline plan 

to develop self-regulation and positive social skills for students identified as Seminar?  

 

 As a class, the students design a behavior contract, called the Social Contract, at the beginning of each  

school year.  

 

 Weekly activities are implemented each week to build on the classroom environment and develop  

teamwork among the students. 

   

 After scoring exams or major assignments, students share their work with each other with the goal of 

developing strong community focused on academic success. 
 

 Professional development on student centered classrooms 

 

 Professional development on discussion techniques/Socratic seminars/student participation/etc. 

 

 PLC time to plan 
 

 

 


