
 
High School GATE Cluster Program Summary 2015-2016 

25% of each GATE Cluster Class identified in PowerSchool (e.g. 1540C-1) is comprised of students identified 

as GATE; the remainder of the students in the class must reflect the diversity of the school’s population. 

Site:  Patrick Henry High 

Address:  6702 Wandermere Drive, San Diego, CA 92120 

Phone: 619 286-7700 Website:  www.sandi.net/Henry 

Principal: Elizabeth Gillingham Email: lgillingham@sandi.net 

GATE Lead: Tyrus Woodard Email:  twoodard@sandi.net 

According to your site’s Assignment Book, which teacher(s) is/are District GATE Certified and teaching a 

GATE Cluster class for the 2015-2016 school year?   

Valerie Crawford, Mark Frerichs, Therese Frerichs, Katie Scarafone 

 

How, and when, do the GATE Cluster classroom teachers identify academic skill levels and provide direct  

instruction, interventions, and/or acceleration for students identified as GATE Cluster?  

 

-combination of looking at past assessments listed on Illuminate and giving written diagnostic tests during the 

first couple of weeks of school 

-direct instruction happens every day; the whole class period is really designed for the GATE students and 

interventions are really for the 'non-GATE' students 

-the class is accelerated all the time with scaffolds provided to all, but address the non-GATE students' needs 

 - an emphasis on why a writer is doing (which is both in the readings and, meta-cognitively, in students’ own 

writing).  

 -Socratic seminars seminars themselves are typically differentiated within the Cluster class (since not all 

students are GATE).  One strategy used for that is, for example, a reading test that will ‘sort’ students into 

different seminars based on their performance. 

 One key thing might be that, for a narrative essay as an example, students write multiple, different essays with 

varying levels/types of feedback, then they pick one for final polishing 

- online publishing (through MOODLE) used quite a bit in order to create a more authentic audience 

- students pseudonyms on their writing frequently.  This makes them more open to suggestion and coaching 

because they don’t take the criticisms so personally 

- multiple choice analysis questions used through Illuminate quite often to measure what they can do; this 

allows teacher to find the skills that are, say, less than 80% correct on a ‘test’ (they are really more like guided 

discussions) and teach specifically to those through direct instruction. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

In addition to mastery of CCSS, what are your GATE program goals? 

-get student to synthesize information  

-get students to be more careful thinker and be able to express that careful thinking precisely 

-get students to see themselves as capable of tackling very difficult texts 

-get students to develop more grit 

-get students to value growth and learning over the grade 

 

 

 

 

When are your two GATE Cluster Parent Meetings scheduled? 

Date: Date: 

GATE Program Overview meeting focus: 

 

N/A 

Newly Identified GATE Student meeting focus: 

 

N/A 

 


