
 
Middle School GATE Cluster Program Summary 2015-2016 

25% of each GATE Cluster Class identified in PowerSchool (e.g. 1501C_2.0, or 1520C_2.1) is comprised of students 

identified as GATE; the remainder of the students in the class must reflect the diversity of the school’s population. 

Site:  De Portola Middle School 

Address:  11010 Claremont Mesa Blvd 

Phone: (858) 496-8080 Website:  

https://www.sandiegounified.org/schools/de-portola 

Principal: Ryan Brock Email:  rbrock@sandi.net 

GATE Lead:  Amy Moeller Email:  amoeller@sandi.net 

 

According to your site’s Assignment Book, which teacher(s) is/are District GATE Certified and teaching 

a GATE Cluster class for the 2015-2016 school year?  

Kristen Bechtel, Cynthia Conser, Aaron Frick, Veronica Gibson, Vanessa Hart, Eunice Magill, Amy Moeller, 

Carmen Munnelly, Mellany Parinas, Stacie Pearson, Jillian Sheehan, Erica Soto, Amy Vanella, and Sheila 

Weiner 

How, and when, do the GATE Cluster classroom teachers identify academic skill levels and provide 

direct instruction, interventions, and/or acceleration for students identified as GATE Cluster?  

 

The GATE classroom teachers use research based methods and strategies to reach and teach the gifted learners.  

Methods such as RAFTS, tiered assignments, Socratic questioning, simulations, debates, and problem based 

learning.  Teachers also use small group instruction, rigorous texts, and address the social and emotional needs 

of pre adolescent learners. 

 

In addition to mastery of CCSS, what are your GATE program goals? 

De Portola strives to provide a balanced curriculum for all students.  Gifted and Talented students are in GATE 

classes, which are supported to allow for them to explore in depth, complexity, novelty, and acceleration in each 

content area.  Staff uses research-based methods to reach and teach the gifted population and focus on the CCSS 

and the CA State GATE standards and the socio-emotional needs of GATE students. 

When are your two GATE Cluster Parent Meetings scheduled? 

Date: 9/3/15 Date: 4/14/16 

GATE Program Overview meeting focus: 

 

The Structure of the GATE program at De Portola 

Newly Identified GATE Student meeting focus: 

 

Introduction of the GATE Program at De Portola 

 


